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Often rated as important as the Bible as a Christian document, this famous story of man's progress

through life in search of salvation remains one of the most entertaining allegories of faith ever

written. Set against realistic backdrops of town and country, the powerful drama of the pilgrim's trials

and temptations follows him in his harrowing journey to the Celestial City.Along a road filled with

monsters and spiritual terrors, Christian confronts such emblematic characters as Worldly Wiseman,

Giant Despair, Talkative, Ignorance, and the demons of the Valley of the Shadow of Death. But he

is also joined by Hopeful and Faithful.An enormously influential 17th-century classic, universally

known for its simplicity, vigor, and beauty of language, The Pilgrim's Progress remains one of the

most widely read books in the English language.
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Written primarily while Bunyan was in prison for preaching outside of the Church of England during

the late 1600s, this allegory marks the steps of a character named Christian through a journey to the

Celestial City (Heaven). Disgusted by his life of carnality in his home town, Christian sets off on a

journey prompted by talking with a man named Evangelist. He goes through a variety of struggles

and eventually arrives at the cross where Christ takes his burden away.He then continues on his

journey and has to fight an apocalyptic dragon known as Apollyon who wants him to return to his



former life then attempts to kill him. Christian uses the sword of the Spirit (aka the Bible) to combat

the dragon and continues on his journey. He also goes through the valley of the shadow of death.A

friend that he meets along the way is named Faithful and travels with him a while until they reach

the town of Vanity Fair. It is here where their steadfastness and commitment to their faith and

striving for the Celestial City causes an uproar amongst the citizens of the city. Christian and

Faithful are imprisoned and then Faithful is burned at the stake sending him on to the presence of

Christ early.Christian escapes and continues in his journey while picking up another companion

named Hopeful. They encounter people such as Flatterer who leads them astray, the giant Despair,

Atheist, and countless other such characters who's actions are described by their

names.Eventually, Christian and Hopeful arrive in the Celestial City and are welcomed in by the

King. As I read this passage, it made me think of finishing a race in which the crowd is lining the

passageway and cheering the runners on to the finish.
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